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Trigeminal Neuralgia - Definition 
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What Is Trigeminal Neuralgia? 



Glossary 



TN (Trigeminal Neuralgia) is a pain that is 
described as among the most acute known 
to mankind. TN produces excruciating, 
lightning strikes of facial pain, typically near 
the nose, lips, eyes or ears. 



♦Upper or 1st Branch 

Ophthalmic .- Bye, eyebrow, 
forehead and frontal portion 
of die scalp 

•Middle pr 2nd Branch 1 

Maxillary - Upper lip, upper 
teeth* upper gum, cheek, 
lower eyelid and side of the, 
nose 



TN (Trigeminal Neuralgia / tic douloureux) is ♦Lowcxor 3id Branch 

AlwdihuljK - Lower lip, lower 




Trigeminal Nerve 



teeth, lower gum and side of 
the tongue. Also covers a 
narrow area that extends 
from die lower jaw in front 
of the ear to tile side of the 
head 



frfaturt Cm* Jttfibfan Apjit t93HL 



a disorder of the fifth cranial (trigeminal) 
nerve that causes episodes of intense, 
stabbing, electric shock-like pain in the areas 
of the face where the branches of the nerve 
are distributed - lips, eyes, nose, scalp, 

forehead, upper jaw, and lower jaw. By many, it's called the "suicide disease". A less common form of the 
disorder called "Atypical Trigeminal Neuralgia" may cause less intense, constant, dull burning or aching pain, 
sometimes with occasional electric shock-like stabs. Both forms of the disorder most often affect one side of the 
face, but some patients experience pain at different times on both sides. Onset of symptoms occurs most often 
after age 50, but cases are known in children and even infants. Something as simple and routine as brushing the 
teeth, putting on makeup or even a slight breeze can trigger an attack, resulting in sheer agony for the individual. 
Trigeminal neuralgia (TN) is not fatal, but it is universally considered to be the most painful affliction known to 
medical practice. Initial treatment of TN is usually by means of anti-convulsant drugs, such as Tegretol or 
Neurontin. Some anti-depressant drugs also have significant pain relieving effects. Should medication be 
ineffective or if it produces undesirable side effects, neurosurgical procedures are available to relieve pressure on 
the nerve or to reduce nerve sensitivity. Some patients report having reduced or relieved pain by means of 
alternative medical therapies such as acupuncture, chiropractic adjustment, self-hypnosis or meditation. 



Treatments 



Medical Treatments 
Sur g ical Treatments 
Complementary / Alternative 
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